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blue sky, and temps in 

the mid sixties for two 3-

person teams and ten 

4-person teams.  Each 

golfer had their chance 

for the $30,000 hole-in-

one on fairway #4. Eve-

ryone tee’d off from the 

From the desk of  Shannon Booker  

Saturday,  

July 20, 2013 

9-Hole Best Ball 

Scramble  
 

Last Saturday, forty-six 

golfers attended First 

Bank’s customer ap-

preciation golf tourna-

ment. Employees repre-

senting First Bank were 

Matt Hagan - Director 

of Marketing. Brian 

Slick - Manager of Elec-

tronic Banking. and Jim 

Sarvela - Chief Finan-

cial Officer all from 

Ketchikan, Alaska. And 

from the local Wrangell 

branch were Amber 

Hommel - Assistant 

Vice President/Branch 

Manager. Tammy 

Groshong - Customer 

Service Rep. Loretta 

Rice - Customer Service 

Rep. Maxine Neyman - 

Customer Service Rep.  

Rebecca Smith - Opera-

tions Supervisor, and 

Wrangell Golf Club 

Member. Also volunteer-

ing was Rebecca’s son, 

and Wrangell High 

School Golf Club 

Champ, Mikel Smith.  

 

The weather was great 

all weekend with patchy 
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Upcoming Events 

 Driving Range Closure:  

Postponed  

 Bearfest golf tournament 

and Al Kaer Memorial  

 Men’s and Women’s golf  

Mentoring.  

LADIES: Tuesday 5:30pm  

MENS: Thursday 6:30pm.   

 Ravens vs. Muskeg  

Meadows Golf Course  

 Oceana Regatta : Friday, 

July 26  8am-5pm 
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red, forward tee box for a 137 

yard opportunity to win the 

$30,000 in a hole-in-one.  

Several people succeeded reach-

ing the green with the tee shot, 

and there were a few balls that 

rolled dangerously close to the 

hole, but no one got the official 

hole-in-one. Also on hole #4 was 

the “Closest to the Pin” competi-

tion.   

Aaron Powell got “Closest to the 

Pin” on Saturday, with 23’4”. And 

Steve Kemble took it Sunday (his 

birthday) with 24’1”.  

 

One dollar of each person’s tour-

nament entry fee goes to the win-

ner of both “The Straightest Drive” 

and “The Closest to the Pin”. The 

winners took home $46 on Satur-

day and $43 on Sunday.  

 

For insurance purposes, First 

Bank’s employees  that didn’t golf 

camped out on hole #4 for the 

entire tournament to verify the 

potential hole-in-one.  Amber 

Hommel, Tammy Groshong, 

Maxine Neyman, and Loretta Rice 

watched golfers from inside a pro-

tective tent that was strategically 

placed next to the green.   

 

Participating in this tournament 

were Mark Sams, Eric Kading, 

Faye and Keene Kohrt, Wayne 

and Toot Harding, Kim Mishko, 

Grover Mathis, Greg Scheff, Ed 

Rilatos, Doug Nelson, Rafael Nu-

nez, Jerry Bakeberg, Tom Wolford, 

Pat and Frank Roppel, Jim and 

Betty Abbott, Arnie and Kathy 

Sandness, Ray Pederson, Desi 

Burrell, George Woodbury, Martin 

Pihl, Al Johnson, Brian Ingraham, 

Matt Hagan, Paul Loftus, Steve 

Kemble, David Deal, Don Roher, 

Glacier Larsen, Warren Edgley, 

John Tullis, Hal Rhodes, Brian 

Slick, Chris Ellis, Roxanne Yancey, 

Rebecca Smith, Jim Sarvela, Jim 

Shoemaker, Randy Littleton, Tyler 

Gunn, Aaron Powell, Mike Otte-

sen, and Colin Dando. 

 

1st place: Jim and Betty Abbott 

and Arnie and Kathy Sandness. 

Team handicap, 17. Net score, 19  

 

2nd place: Eric Kading, Mark 

Sams, Keene and Faye Kohrt. 

Team handicap, 15. Net score, 19 

 

3rd place: Kim Misko, Grover 

Mathis Wayne and Kathleen Hard-

ing. Team handicap, 16. Net 

score, 20 

 

4th place: Ray Pederson, Desi 

Burrell, and George Woodbury. 

Team handicap, 13. Net score, 21 

 

5th place: Matt Hagan, Al John-

son, Brian Ingraham, Paul Loftus. 

Team handicap, 15. Net score, 21 

 

There were some ties in this 

game. Scorekeeper, Bill Messmer, 

used the designated handicap 

holes as tiebreakers.  

To break the tie between 1st and 

2nd place, the fewest strokes on 

fairway #1 was used to determine 

the win (6,5).  

4th and 5th placed also tied with 

a net score of 21. Again, the 

scorekeeper used the team with 

the least amount of strokes on 

fairway #1 to determine the win 

(6,5).   

 

“The Straightest Drive” was Tom 

Wolford who’s ball landed on the 

line.  

 

 

Sunday,  

July 21, 2013 

9-Hole Best Ball Scramble  
 

Forty-three golfers came out to 

compete in the First Bank’s Cus-

tomer Appreciation Week’s 12th 

Annual Golf Tournament “Back-9”.  

Playing the orange flags this day 

were Eric Kading, Mark Sams, 

Faye and Keene Kort, Wayne and 

Toot Harding, Kim Misko, and Re-

becca Smith, Jim and Betty Ab-

bott, Arnie and Kathy Sandness, 

Jerry Bakeberg, Tom Wolford, 

Frank Roppel, Matt Jurak, Matt 

Hagan, Brian and Kathy Slick, 

Brian Salazar, Greg Scheff, Ed Ri-

latos, Doug Nelson, Colin Dando, 

Steve Kemble, David Deal, Cade 

King, Warren Edgley, George 

Woodbury, Martin Pihl, Ray Peder-

son, Jim Shoemaker, Al Johnson, 

Brian Ingraham, John Tullis, Mike 

Symons, Jeffery Davidson, Tammy 

Davidson and Ken Davidson, Jr. 

Randy Littleton, Glacier Larsen, 

Don Roher.   

 

1st place: Wayne and Toot Hard-

ing, Kim Misko, Rebecca Smith. 

Team handicap, 19. Net score, 20 

 

2nd place: Jim and Betty Abbott, 

Arnie and Kathy Sandness. Team 

handicap, 17. Net score, 20 

 

3rd place: Matt Hagan, Brian 

Slick, Kathy Slick, and Brian Sala-

zar. Team handicap, 18. Net 

score, 22 

 

4th place: Jeff Davidson, Tammy 

Davidson, Ken Davidson, Jr. Hal 

Rhodes. Team handicap, 19. Net 

score, 22.  

 

On this day there were ties across 



 

Pictured above (L-R) is the winning team on Saturday, July 20, 2013. Betty Abbott, Jim Abbott, Arnie Sandness and Kathy Sandness.     

the board. First place won with 

only 5 strokes on fairway #1, com-

pared to the opposing 6 strokes.  

Third and fourth place both had 5 

strokes on fairway #1. The team 

with the fewest strokes on fairway 

#2 broke that tie. (7,5) 

 

“The Straightest Drive” went to 

Faye Kohrt with 6 5/8” from the 

line.  

 

Ketchikan Little League team, 

coaches, managers, parents and 

relatives were visiting Wrangell 

and came out to compete at Mus-

keg Meadows for this weekend’s 

golf events.  Several children and 

parents used the driving range 

while the tournament was under-

way.  

Attending the First Bank tourna-

ment from Ketchikan, Alaska were 

Steve Kemble, Brian Salazar, 

David Deal, Cade King, Al John-

son, Brian Ingraham, Martin Pihl, 

and Jim Shoemaker.   

 

Sunday was also a special birth-

day for Ketchikan Little League 

coach, Steve Kemble.  

 

On the backyard BBQ menu for 

the weekend was hamburgers 

and hotdogs. Sunday the golf club 

served Sloppy Joe’s in addition to 

the burgers and dogs. Salads and 

side dishes were prepared by Ne-

dra Shultz and Loretta Rice.  

 

First Bank provided lunch for all 

the golfers and their guests for 

the entire weekend, as part of 

their “Customer Appreciation 

Week”.  

First Place Winner’s Corner 

 

Jim and Betty Abbott: The Ab-

bott’s are active Wrangell Golf 

Club Charter Members and have 

an extensive history in the golf 

club. Jim is considered a co-

founder in the early production of 

Muskeg Meadows. Jim and his 

wife, Betty have played at Muskeg 

Meadows since it was raw saw-

dust and wood chips, before the 

first grass seed was planted.  Jim 

Abbott served on one of the first 

open seats on the Wrangell Golf 

Club Board of Directors and 

played a key role in the business 

development of the Wrangell Golf 

Club, Inc.  

 

 

 



 

 

Arnie and Kathy Sandness: 
“Transplant” Alaskans, from 

Washington state, Arnie and 

Kathy call Muskeg Meadows their 

home course for half the year. The 

other half of the year, they spend 

in Arizona. Arnie and Kathy have 

been golfing at Muskeg Meadows 

since the mid nineteen-nineties, 

when they first took interest in the 

game.               
Drawn in because of its natural 

beauty and also because it is be-

ginner friendly to golfers. These 

days, Arnie and Kathy have been 

known to play 27-36 holes in a 

day. Kathy is currently holding a 

golf mentoring league for ladies 

every Tuesday evening.  

Kathy is also actively involved in 

the production of the Women’s 

Cancer Care Rally golf event in 

August. The Rally is a Wrangell 

Medical Center Fundraiser for 

Cancer Care Relief. WMC offers 

$1000.00 to every cancer victim 

in Southeast Alaska to help offset 

travel expenses for medical treat-

ment.  

 

Wayne and “Toot” Kathleen 

Harding: Wrangell Golf Club 

Charter Members. Wayne Harding 

is the golf course Superintendent 

and his wife Toot serves on the 

Board of Directors. Wayne was 

one of the first people to plant 

grass seeds on the golf course. 

Wayne currently continues to 

maintain the grounds, and equip-

ment.  

 

Kim Misko: Comes to Muskeg 

Meadows via Wayne and Toot 

Harding. Ms. Misko has played at 

Muskeg Meadows Golf Course at 

least once before.  

 

Rebecca Smith: Wrangell Golf 

Club Member since 2012. Re-

becca and her young son, Mikel 

joined the golf club with the Tues-

day evening ladies mentoring 

group with Kathy Sandness last 

year. Rebecca works at First Bank 

as the Operations Supervisor at 

the Wrangell branch. Her son, 

Mikel joined the Wrangell High 

School Golf Club this year, and 

won the Championship. Mikel 

picked up golf after mentoring 

with Kathy Sandness in his mom’s 

group the previous year. Rebecca 

and Mikel play golf together sev-

eral times a week.   

Pictured above is Arnie Sandness. Top right is Toot and Wayne Harding and below right is Kathy Sandness, first place teams of the 12th Annual Customer 
Appreciation Golf Tournament sponsored by First Bank.  



 

Pictured above is the Shakes Island canvas photo print by AlaskaPix.com cur-
rently being raffled at the golf course.                      

Photo credit: Donald Groom 

Raffle  

 

Saturday, July 13, 2013 The 

Wrangell Golf Club began another 

raffle. 16”X20”Canvas photo print 

of Shakes Island Tribal House Re-

dedication in Wrangell, Alaska, by 

AlaskaPix.com, Kathleen Harding. 

$5.00 per ticket, and only 50 tick-

ets will be sold. Drawing will be 

held at Muskeg Meadows Golf 

Course September 1, 2013, or 

when 50 tickets are sold. Need 

not be present to win.  

Wrangell Golf Club, Inc. raffle  

permit #2144. All raffles directly 

support Muskeg Meadows Golf 

Course. Each ticket purchased is 

always noticed and appreciated!  

 

Latest News  

 

Professional photo prints by Don-

ald Groom of Muskeg Meadows 

and golfers are now available to 

purchase through the Proshop.  

4x6   print……..$2.00 

5x7   print ….. .$5.00 

8x10 print….....$10.00 

 

This is a fantastic scenic opportu-

nity for families who are visiting 

for the summer. Stop by the golf 

course to set up a time that works 

great for you.  

 

 

Last Thursday’s plan to begin 

changing the nets in the driving 

range were postponed until fur-

ther notice. Clay Hammer, with 

the City of Wrangell has kindly of-

fered to help with the process by 

using the City’s lift truck to install 

the new hardware on the poles for 

the driving range netting. 

This process is scheduled to take 

part in two phases. Phase one is a 

process estimated to take a day 

or two. It includes using the lift to 

install new pullies and rope which 

will eventually hold the netting.  

Phase two is estimated to take 

approximately a week. It includes 

laying out the new netting on the 

field, clipping panel edges to-

gether and the installation of the 

nets onto the ropes. 

During this process the driving 

range will be closed.    

 

 

 

Friday, July 26, 2013 from 8am-

5pm the Oceana Regatta will be 

visiting Wrangell. The Regatta is 

593.7 feet long and has 684 pas-

sengers  and 400 crewmembers 

aboard. Muskeg Meadows will 

have limited rental availability dur-

ing the time the Regatta will be 

visiting. Muskeg Meadows has 

reserved the majority of club and 

cart rentals for cruise ship guests. 

Please call ahead to schedule a 

tee time if you’d like to fit in to the 

golf course during the hours of 

7am—4pm on these black out 

dates.  

 

  

Plans are currently in the making 

for the beginning of an annual 

Junior Golf Camp with the Wran-

gell Golf Club Youth Leaders, and 

Golf Instructors, Don and Bonnie 

Roher. The tentative dates will be 

immediately following the Little 

League State Championships 

each year. This program will be 

based on the USGA Junior Golf 

Program guidelines. Please watch 

for progress notes as plans final-

ize for the 2014 golf season.  

 

 



 

Pictured on the left 
is the current con-
struction area on 
fairway #3. A relief 
is given, no closer 
to the pin out of 
this rough area.  
Please be advised 
the new tee area for 
men (white pegs) 
is just below this 
construction, and 
ladies tee area (red 
pegs) is just above 
it, making fairway 
#3 a short par 3.  
                          

Latest News Cont’d   

 

USGA golf rules apply at Muskeg 

Meadows Golf Course during tour-

naments. Muskeg Meadows is 

USGA rated moderate to difficult. 

A par 36, Muskeg Meadows gets 

its name from the wet, marshy 

lowlands it was built on. Because 

of it’s difficulty, and the average 

golf member handicap, Wrangell 

Golf Club Board of Directors have 

issued it’s own unique handicap 

system for tournament players. 

Designated course rule:  W.G.C. 

Members receive a maximum 

handicap of 18 for men and 22 

for women (beginners).  Nonmem-

bers (beginners) who enter a tour-

nament receive a maximum 

handicap of 15 for men, and 18 

for women.  

 
The only other official course rules 

that apply to tournament play are 

noted on the back of Muskeg 

Meadows scorecards. “Gimme’s” 

are not advised, and there are still 

“no Mulligan’s in golf”.   

 

NEW! Horseshoe pits have perma-

nently been installed in the front 

parking lot area. Horseshoe rent-

als are $10.00 plus tax per hour. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Golf Mentoring for Men and 

Women   

 

Mentors slogan, “Drive for the 

show, putt for the dough”.  

 

Ladies: Tuesday evenings starting 

after work around 5:30pm.  

 

Men: Thursday evenings starting 

after work around 6:30pm. Dates 

are flexible and are subject to 

change.  

 

Club members of the mentoring 

groups receive special member 

discounts, only $15 greens fees, 

and a “Bonus Round” each week. 

And 50% off all rentals.  

 

Evening golfers should bring bug  

repellant, and light rain gear, wa-

ter proof rain hoods  and club cov-

ers, marker pens for identifying 

individual’s golf balls.  

 

Golf Course Attendant, Bill Mess-

mer recommends using Listerine 

or mentholated rub, like Vick’s as 

a non toxic bug repellant.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Muskeg Meadows  

Modifications 

 
Course repairs on fairway #3 re-

main in effect. Beware of cart 

path, foot bridges, and areas that 

are roped off. Please note that the 

areas under construction are con-

sidered by USGA as “Ground Un-

der Repair”, and may be played 

with a free drop out of the area, 

no closer to the pin.  

The yardage on that fairway has 

been modified and compensated 

for on fairway #6 changing #6 to 

a par 4.  

During tournaments teams will be 

using the colored pegs on #3 for 

tee areas. Men use the white 

pegs located just below the con-

struction area and ladies use the 

red pegs just above the construc-

tion area for a short par 3. 

On fairway #6 the champion 

boxes will be used by men and 

the white tee box will be used as 

the forward tee.  

The “Closest to the Pin” competi-

tion will remain on #4.  

The “Straightest Drive” will perma-

nently remain on fairway #1.  

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Pictured above are examples of the damaged fairways caused 
from ravens.       ~Shannon Booker 

For your safety, please be 

aware of and yield to ground 

under construction areas that 

are roped off throughout the 

golf course. On the back side 

of  the buildings near the 

Tourney Room construction 

has begun. A temporary ramp 

to the Tournament Room was 

put up and new steps to the 

back porch of the Proshop 

and the rental room are now 

useable. Club Member and 

golf mentor, Tom Wolford, 

has been working to rebuild 

the back stairs to the 

Proshop, Rental “Ball”  Room, 

and the entire porch and 

ramp of the Tournament 

Room.  

 

Ravens  vs.  Muskeg 

Meadows Golf Course  

 

This week the ravens con-

tinue to peck and dig at the 

sod. Spotty areas have been 

turned over through out fair-

ways #2, #3, #5, #6,  #7and 

#9. These rough areas are 

considered “Ground Under 

Repair” with a relief given, no 

closer to the pin.   

 

The effort to control the ra-

ven’s food source, grubs, con-

tinues at Muskeg Meadows. 

The golf course Superinten-

dant, Wayne Harding, has ad-

ministered several millions of 

predatory nematodes to the 

sod. He also has a plan to 

administer several million 

more. The nematodes will 

seek out and destroy the 

grubs. Predatory nematodes 

cause no harm to anything 

that isn’t insect larva. Nema-

todes won’t harm plants or 

earthworms either.  

These predator nematodes 

kill only grubs by invading the 

insect’s body and reproduc-

ing on the remains.  

Nematodes can multiply by 

the millions per second when 

the conditions allow and each 

new nematode will repeat the 

cycle. Check out Charley’s 

Greenhouse, in Mt. Vernon, 

Washington online to learn 

more about the beneficial 

nematodes at Muskeg Mead-

ows Golf Course.  

 

http://www.charleysgreenhouse

.com/index.cfm?page=_product

details&productid=7852&learn

more=1#lmore 

 

The nematodes were funded, 

in part, by the Rasmuson 

grant the Wrangell Golf Club 

received this year for course 

repair and maintenance 

within Muskeg Meadows Golf 

Course after last year’s raven 

destruction. 

 

Ravens are a protected spe-

cies and are considered sa-

cred by the local natives of 

Southeast Alaska. The Leg-

end of the Raven says the 

once white bird, now black, 

helped bring the sun, moon, 

stars, fresh water and fire. 

The Raven is also considered 

by local natives to be ances-

tors who are mischievous, 

handsome tricksters.  

 

 

 

 



 

Youth 

 

Wrangell Parks and Rec Summer 

Youth Program is scheduled to 

return to Muskeg Meadows Golf 

Course for lessons next Tuesday, 

July 30, 2013 from 11am-

12noon.  For safety and skill, Don 

and Bonnie Roher will be offering 

golf etiquette instructions on the 

driving range and practice putting 

green.  

 

When accompanied by an adult, 

greens fees at Muskeg Meadows 

for children under 12 are always 

free!  Children under 18 receive 

steep discounts on greens fees.  

 

Muskeg Meadows Golf Course is 

unique in the sense that it is be-

ginner friendly. Aside from tourna-

ments, and days the large cruise 

ships are in town, tee times are 

not required.  

During the week, teams who play 

slower, let faster golfers play 

through. Hitting the links with the 

family is encouraged. 

At the core of the game of golf 

there is a standard of behavior 

that lends itself to positive devel-

opment in children. Present at any 

level of competition are personal 

skills such as honesty, integrity, 

courtesy and respect. Golf encour-

ages the highest level of sports-

manship by teaching kids to be 

responsible for their actions and 

to use good judgment. Golf also 

allows for quality family time. It’s 

a game that families can learn 

and play together. Because golf 

has an established handicap sys-

tem that was created to deter-

mine a golfer’s playing ability and 

potential, moms and dads can 

actually compete with their chil-

dren even if they play from differ-

ent tee boxes, or at significantly 

different skill levels.  

 

Volunteer Opportunities  

 

There are several volunteer oppor-

tunities available at Muskeg 

Meadows Golf Course.  

 

Salads and side dishes are greatly 

appreciated for our backyard BBQ 

during every tournament.  

 

There is always a need for a 

“Double Your Money” host to spot 

on fairway #4 during tourna-

ments. Must be 18+ years to par-

ticipate.  

Volunteer position requires taking 

and recording bets and verifying if 

betters tee shot makes it to, and 

remains on the green.  

Wrangell Parks & Recs Summer Youth Program includes golf for children between 11am 
and 12 noon next Tuesday, July 30th.                                                        Photo Credit: Donald Groom  



 

Painting, pruning trees and 

shrubs, and tending to the flower 

beds throughout the golf course is 

also something a volunteer could 

help with.  

 

Volunteers for the club cart need 

to be familiar with golf etiquette, 

Muskeg Meadows Golf Course, 

and alcohol servers state laws. 

Club members familiar with the 

golf course and volunteers with a 

alcohol server certification will al-

ways take precedence.   

 

Thank You… 

 

I’d like to thank tournament spon-

sor First Bank, Matt Hagan, Brian 

Slick, Jim Sarvela, Amber Hom-

mel, Rebecca Smith, Mikel Smith, 

Tammy Groshong, Maxine Ney-

man, Loretta Rice, and each par-

ticipant and volunteer who dedi-

cated their time to make this 

event a success.   

 

A special Happy birthday to 

Ketchikan Little League Coach 

Steve Kemble.  

And thank you to the Ketchikan 

Baseball team for coming out and 

playing golf between baseball 

games. Thank you to parents Se-

tanya Snover, and Cindy Warster 

for your help with assisting the 

team on the driving range and golf 

course.  

 

Thank you, Kathy Sandness, Tom 

Wolford, and Don & Bonnie Roher,  

Wrangell Golf Club Mentors, and 

Advisors.  

And the participants of golf les-

sons and mentoring groups.  

 

Thank you Sylvia Ettefagh, Lisa 

Nikodym and Nicole Strom at 

Alaska Vistas for coordinating golf 

on board the cruise ships, and 

directing tourists to Muskeg 

Meadows Golf Course.  

Thank you Captain Eric, with the 

Catamaran Cruise Ship, Alaskan 

Dream for making golf a regular 

stop in Wrangell.  

 

Thank you to the golf course em-

ployees for the hard work and 

dedication to the Club and 

Course. Welcome to the crew, 

Wrangell Golf Club new hire: Hal 

Rhodes!  

 

Hal Rhodes: Brushing, pruning, 

greenskeeping and maintenance.  

 

Wayne Harding: Muskeg Mead-

ows Golf Course Superintendent. 

 

Michael Brewster: Greenskeeper. 

 

Bill Messmer: Tournaments, 

Grounds and Clubhouse Assis-

tant. 

 

Donald Groom: BBQ Cook, Com-

puter Tech, Photos, Youth, Driving 

Range and Clubhouse Assistant.  

 

Thank you also W.G.C. Board of 

Directors, your hard work and 

dedication is what keeps the golf 

course going.  

 

Congratulations to all the winners!  

 

If you’d like to read up on all the 

past events at Muskeg Meadows 

Golf Course, please check out the 

previous issues of my newsletter 

on our blog at  

http://wrangellalaskagolf.com/2013-

newsletters/ 

  



 



 



 



 



 


